Mr. Walpole, omitted to do so from 1774;
and   Mr.   Walpole   was   compelled,   with
the   concurrence   of  the   Bank,   and   on
the advice of   its  counsel, to  make   the
Alexanders bankrupts and (prosecute' the
possession of the mortgaged estates.    The
suit, which was instituted in the Court of
Chancery in G-ranada, was protracted  till
1779, when the Governor, Lord Macartney,
who was also Chancellor of the island, at
last fixed a day for pronouncing his decree.
Before judgment was delivered, however, the
island, by a rare stroke of illfortune, was cap-
tured by the French; and Lord Macartney,
perhaps  a little ashamed of delays partly
of his own making, signed a declaration of
his intended decree, which was entirely in
Mr. Walpole }s favour.

Lord Macartney's declaration had, of
course, no legal validity. The French
Government, on acquiring the island, issued
an order forbidding all debtors from making
any payment to their English creditors,
and Messrs. Alexander, who in the mean-
while had fled to France to avoid the laws of
this country, endeavoured, under the termssign the
